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Worship Resources for World AIDS Day 
I hope the enclosed resources will be of some help to you in preparing a service or prayer vigil to take place on or around World AIDS Day (1st December). Please don't hesitate to contact me if you would like any further suggestions or assistance.  

Notes:
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The red ribbon is the international symbol of AIDS awareness. It is a sign of solidarity with all those who are affected by HIV/AIDS. 

· A red ribbon pinned to a candle can be a useful focus for a meditation.

· Worshippers can be encouraged to take and wear a ribbon either during or after an act of worship.

· Small strips of red card may be produced, along with a fastening mechanism e.g. paper clip. During the intercessions, worshippers can write on the card the first name or initial (for confidentiality purposes) of people they wish to pray for, or particular prayers that they want to offer in respect of HIV. The cards can then be formed into "ribbons" and offered on a collection plate, placed on the altar or pinned to a board. 

Intercessions / Prayers:   
1
Leader:
The body of humanity has HIV. The beauty of the world is disfigured not only by disease but by prejudice and intolerance; by fear of the unknown and hatred of the different, and by an unfair distribution of resources.

Let us pray for all men, women and children living with HIV throughout the world;

For those in the developing world where effective drugs are still not readily available;

For those whose lives are overshadowed by the stigma of their condition;

For the orphaned, the bereaved, those who are isolated and afraid.

God of compassion

All: Strengthen and sustain them

Leader:

Let us pray for all those who are coming to terms with a recent HIV diagnosis;

For all those who are unaware of their own HIV infection;

For those whose lives are in danger through lack of awareness and understanding;

For disempowered women, unable to protect themselves.

God of compassion

All: Strengthen and sustain them

Leader:

Let us pray for those who are living well with HIV;

For those who are responding well to anti-retroviral therapy;

For those whose courage and example is an inspiration to others;

For those who seek to inform and educate others.

God of compassion

All: Strengthen and sustain them

Let us pray for all those who offer medical and nursing care to those living with HIV;

For specialist doctors and nurses;

For the work of Clinics, Hospitals and Primary Care Trusts;

For all who are involved in research;

For those involved in preventative work.

God of compassion

All: Strengthen and sustain them 
Leader:

Let us pray for all organisations and individuals seeking to support people affected by HIV;

For relief agencies and all involved in World Development;

For the statutory and voluntary agencies of Leicester and Leicestershire;

For those of all faiths and of no faith who reach out in love to their neighbour.

God of compassion

All: Strengthen and sustain them

Leader:
Let us now remember those who have died as a result of HIV/AIDS, especially those whom we have loved and love still. Let us pray too for those individuals whose names and needs are on our hearts at this time……

Leader:

Holy and compassionate God, hear the prayers that we have offered; bless those for whom we have prayed; strengthen and sustain us in our response to HIV and help us to serve one another in a spirit of openness, generosity and love. 

All: Amen

(Trevor Thurston-Smith)
2. 
We pray for the strength to share the burden of illness with those who suffer in this global AIDS crisis.
Help us to see that in sharing one another's grief

we grow in strength and compassion.

We pray for those who care for people with HIV/AIDS, 

and for all who are seeking new treatments and a cure.

Grant them patience to endure and wisdom to lean on you

for strength and courage.

We pray for the families and friends of those living with HIV or AIDS.

Fill them with the knowledge of your healing and redemptive love.

(Adapted from "Living with AIDS - A Challenge and an Opportunity, RC Diocese of Cleveland, USA)
3.

Come to us, God of Peace.

Come with your healing, reconciling power,

that fear may be cast our by love,

prejudice be replaced by trust,

hostility give way to gentleness.

Come to us, God of Peace,

Come to us, God of Justice,

that we may hear the cries of those oppressed

by HIV or AIDS in every land,

calling us, like Jesus the healer,

to walk with them in the search for justice and mercy.

Come to us, God of Justice,

Come to us, God of Love.

Come, that we may see you in the poor, the lonely, 

those living with HIV.

Come that we may respond to them as your compassionate church.

Come, that we may see you

in the people of every race

and commit ourselves to the hope

that we celebrate our life together

in true community and justice.

Come to us, God of Love.      

(Adapted from a prayer by Dorothy McMahon from "Out of the Darkness" pub. Australian Council of Churches/CAFOD)
4. 
God of overflowing love, we come with joys and sorrows. We come in turmoil and chaos, struggling to create one world in hope. Let your loving justice inspire our hearts as we pray:

God of our hope, make us one as we walk with all who live with HIV or AIDS. Encourage our hearts and open our hands.

We pray to the Lord

Lord hear our prayer

God of our hope, make us one as we pray for all caregivers, researchers and those who seek to prevent the further spread of HIV and AIDS

We pray to the Lord

Lord hear our prayer

God of our hope, make us one as we commit ourselves anew to greater equity and access to information, treatment and care for people people with HIV across the world.

We pray to the Lord

Lord hear our prayer

(National Catholic AIDS network) 

5.

As a people of the promise of God, we pray for our world and for all in any need:
Righteous God,

do not let those who trust in you be put to shame,

even if they are wondering and worrying if they are HIV positive or not,

even if they are afraid to face the truth,

even if they want to hide from their HIV status.

Do not let them be put to shame

who are gathering the courage to speak the truth,

who are struggling with their anger and fear,

who are finding their way back to you.

Comfort those who mourn,

uphold the weak,

bring healing to those for whom medicine will not become available,

and wholeness to those who have pills to keep viruses and bacteria at bay.

Do not let any of your people be put to shame. 

(Ecumenical Prayer Cycle, Liberia, Sierra Leone) 

Suggested readings:

1. Scripture readings
Old Testament:

· Jeremiah 29 : 4-14
· Psalms 41, 147
New Testament:

· Matthew 4 : 23 -25

· Matthew 25: 31 - 46

· Luke 10: 25 - 37

· Acts 10 : 23 - 28

· Romans 14 : 10 - 14

· I Corinthians 12 : 12 - 26

2. Non- biblical reading / meditation

"Good Friday"  by Pat wright

(Suggestion: the Taize Chant "Ubi Caritas" could be sung between each verse)

The sun shines on the wooded hillside,

the daffodils are in full bloom;

pale lemon clumps of primroses,

lambs gambolling in the fields.

Spring is in the air …

Ubi caritas et amor,

ubi caritas Deus ibi est.

The procession moves up the hillside

following Jesus carrying the cross,

re-enacting the passion of God

in the tumult of our world.

Music is in the air …

Ubi caritas…

Jesus falls under the weight of the cross -
Simon helped him to carry it then;

men, women and children bear it now,

those who suffer with AIDS.

There is praise in the air …

Ubi caritas

The women of Jerusalem weep -

"Do not weep for me," he says;

"Weep for yourselves and your children".

I start to cry in the wilderness.

Tears are in the air …

Ubi Caritas

Women have lost their children,

their men have been taken away,

those they care for have died;

they too are affected.

AIDS is in the air …

Ubi Caritas

The women around the world

who care as best they can,

they too are infected with AIDS;  (sic)
tears are all they can give.

Sobs rend the air …

Ubi caritas

Do not tell me not to weep -

my grief is too deep for words,

I remember those I have loved….

My friends who have died with AIDS.

Tears are a gift …

Ubi caritas

Remember your children, Lord Jesus,

all those who die through AIDS;

they share with you in your passion,

be there to greet them at last.

Weep with me …

Ubi caritas

Suggested Hymns:

Christ's is the World (A touching place)          I the Lord of sea and sky  

Be still for the presence of the Lord               Let there be love shared among us 

Brother, sister, let me serve you                   There's a wideness in God's mercy 
From Heaven you came (The Servant King)

Help us to help each other Lord

Other contacts / websites etc
www.tearfund.org - Read about "Work a Miracle" - Tearfund's ambitious plan to

                             reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS in some of the world's  

                             poorest countries. See how your church could help. Further

                             information and resources can be ordered from the

                             website.

www.christianaid.org.uk - Information and resources, including worship 
                                                                                         materials.
Talks, sermons, courses and seminars
Talks or courses about HIV/AIDS and the pastoral and spiritual challenges it presents can be arranged with the Chaplain. Every talk or course is individually tailored to the specific needs of the individual audience/church.  Why not think about including a session on HIV in next year's Lent Course?

For further information, please contact:

The Revd Trevor Thurston-Smith

Chaplain for people affected by HIV

The Lodge 

Margaret Road

Off Gwendolen Road

Leicester 
LE5 5FW 

Tel/Fax: 0116 2733377   e-mail: enquiries@faithinpeople.org.uk 

